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H ENDERSON –

Leighton Harmon Kersey, Sr., 77, passed away peacefully at Pine Pointe
Hospice on Tuesday, January 19, 2021, surrounded by his loving family. Everyone is

invited to participate in a safe-distance visitation by remaining in the comfort of

your vehicle as you drive through the circle driveway at Watson-Hunt Funeral Home
to express love and support for his family on Saturday, January 23, 2021, from 11:00

a.m. until 12 Noon. A Graveside Service will be held at Henderson Cemetery on
Saturday, January 23, 2021, at 3:00 p.m. Considering the current Covid pandemic,

please wear a mask for the protection of everyone there. In lieu of flowers, the family

respectfully requests memorial contributions to Henderson Cemetery Fund, c/o
Leigh Kersey, 120 GA Hwy 26 East, Elko, GA 31025 or Pine Pointe Hospice, 6261

Peake Road, Macon, GA 31210.
Leighton was born at the home of his parents, the late Charlie and Clifford Sullivan

Kersey, in Henderson, Georgia, where he grew up and lived his entire life. Growing

up on the family farm, farming was what he knew, and he knew every aspect of it
very well. He married the love of his life, Pam Strong, in 1963. Fifteen years later,

Leighton joined the American Agriculture Movement and went on strike with
thousands of other farmers across the country. Eventually, he drove his tractor and

led an extensive group of passionate farmers from Georgia all the way to
Washington, D.C., up the steps of the U. S. Capitol in the nation’s most famous

“Tractorcade”. They were determined for lawmakers to give “100% Parity” to farmers,

and just a few short months later, the government agreed to some of their demands,
and the farmers began working again. All of his life, Leighton was a hard-working,

generous man who took pride in providing for his family and, often, others in need.
As he upgraded and replaced items in and around his own home, Leighton taught

his children the value of giving those older items to people who actually needed and
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would use them. Providing a strong example for his children and grandchildren was

at the top of his list of things to do daily, with hard work usually being included as his
hobby. After he retired from farming, he started Leighton Kersey Homes, building

custom designs for friends and customers for nearly fifteen years. Leighton loved his
church, where he had been a member all of his life. His passion in life, though, was

his family. His beloved wife spoiled him every day, taking care of him, their family,

and their home. They were always together, doing something, for someone in need,
and supporting others. It was rare that Leighton missed an extracurricular activity in

which his grandchildren participated. He was a huge supporter of The Westfield
School, from where his children and grandchildren all attended and graduated.

From helping to install the original wood floors in the Gym when the school got

started to building the softball field in the early 2000’s, Leighton Kersey was a
standard, well-known name around Westfield. He was such a kind and generous

man, and he will be dearly missed by all those who knew and loved him, especially
his family.

Left to cherish the memories they made with Leighton are his loving and devoted

wife of fifty-seven years, Pam Strong Kersey; his son and daughter-in-law, Leigh and
Teresa Kersey of Henderson; his daughter and son-in-law, Lisa and Phil Gilliam of

Macon; his grandchildren, Kelsey Gilliam (Brandon Renfroe) of Macon, Haileigh
Kersey Cooley ( Justin) of Henderson, Kinsley Gilliam of Macon, and Leighton H.

“Trey” Kersey, III; his bonus grandchildren, Braxton and Everly Grace Somers; his
brother and sister-in-law, Wendell and Judy Kersey; his sister-in-law, Joan Kersey; his

brothers-in-law, Dozier Blackstock and Carl Hammock; many nieces, nephews,

great-nieces, and great-nephews; his cousin, Nelson Kersey (Elsie), and many other
extended family members.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his brother, Tommy Kersey; and his sisters,
Vivian Blackstock and Betty Kersey Hammock.

Condolences for the family may be left in the online guestbook at

www.watsonhunt.com. Watson-Hunt Funeral Home has been entrusted with the
arrangements.
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Drive-Through Visitation

Watson - Hunt Funeral Home

1208 Main Street, Perry GA 31069

Graveside Service

Henderson Cemetery

2813 US Hwy 41 , Elko GA 31025

Cemetery Details

Henderson Cemetery

2813 US Hwy 41 , Elko GA 31025
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LH Lisa Holland lit a candle in honor of LEIGHTON.

January 24 at 7:02 PM

PE Pam Ekey posted:

I am so sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with your family. Pam Ekey

January 23 at 5:36 PM

FH Faye & Ronnie Harper posted:

Pam: Please know our prayers are with you during this time in your life. We were so sad to hear of

Leighton's passing. We did not know he was sick. Please take care of yourself and stay safe. Give

our thoughts to Leigh and Lisa. Our love.Ronnie & Faye Harper

January 23 at 8:51 AM

SB Sandy Bembry posted:

Love and prayers going out to the family of Mr. Leighton.

January 23 at 6:09 AM

DR Darrin Rutledge posted:

Prayers for strength for your family. I grew up learning a lot from you. DARRIN RUTLEDGE and the

Rutledge Family

January 22 at 6:30 PM

BL Bobby Lews posted:

Prayers for your families.

January 22 at 4:24 PM
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PF Pulsifer Family posted:

The Diversified Carrier/The Pulsifer family would like to express our deepest condolences for Mr

Leighton’s passing. He will be missed by all. We are praying that you take comfort in the Lord’s love

and know that you are never alone. He walks beside you in the darkest times. We are praying for you

all during this time.

January 22 at 6:08 AM

DS Deborah Stillwell posted:

MR. Leighton built houses in our neighborhood of Stonebridge the same time we were having our

house built. He was always stopping by and talking with us about his houses and our house. For

years you could spot his truck riding through the neighborhood checking on his crew. One time I

said...you are welcome to come inside and look at our house...HE said: Honey...I have seen your

house more times than you have! We ALL laughed! He was a character for sure and will be

missed!Randy and Debbie Stillwell

January 22 at 5:15 AM

CB

Linda Boyer Colucci January 23 at 2:28 PM

Pam, so sorry to learn of your loss. My prayers are with you and your family. Linda Boyer

Colucci

Faye Wilson January 22 at 10:40 AM

So sorry to hear this. Prayers for all the family🙏

Chris A Baroni posted:

The Warner Robins Supply family was very saddened to hear of the passing of our long time friend.

Our prayers and condolences are with all family and friends who are heart broken from the loss. May

the God of all comfort bring you peace during this painful time and know in your hearts that as it is

written "absent from the body - present with the Lord".

January 22 at 5:09 AM

LC

FW

LM Lynn Mckinley posted:

We are so saddened to hear about Leighton! I worked for Leighton at ABS Farms many years ago! We

are certainly praying for Pam and the children during this time! God Bless!Russ and Lynn McKinley

January 22 at 4:42 AM
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DK Diana Knight posted:

Leigh, Teresa & Family..We are so sorry to hear. Our love, thoughts and prayers to you and the family

in the days ahead.Chris & Diana Knight

January 21 at 6:48 PM

LS Linda Smith posted:

I am so sorry!! My love, thoughts and prayers are with all of you! God bless you and give you

strength!

January 21 at 6:34 PM

GB Gayle, Frank And Brandon Borah posted:

Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you . We will miss Leighton so much.Gayle, Frank and

Brandon BorahByron, Georgia

January 21 at 5:23 PM

Anonymous sent a Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- All White to the KERSEY family.

January 21 at 4:42 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring LEIGHTON by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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